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Tel: (716) 854-3397 ( Fax: (716) 854-1613 ( Web: www.buffalorotary.org 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



CONTACT: Marian Hetherly 716-308-9649, mhetherly@yahoo.com
Rotary Club of Buffalo Celebrates Alumni Day
Features social media speaker, former Rotarians, and time capsule burial

(July 14, 2011 - Buffalo, NY) — The Rotary Club of Buffalo will celebrate its Alumni Day 2011 on July 21 with a look to the future as it buries the past.

· At 12:15 p.m. at Templeton Landing (2 Templeton Terrace, Buffalo), social media specialist Robin Wilson, co-owner of Buffalo Graphix and The Wilson Edge, will present “Social Media: Why You Should Care.” 

· At 1:30 p.m., the club will walk across the street to the Rotary Flagpole (corner of Marine Drive and Erie Street, Buffalo) to bury the Rotary Centennial Time Capsule, which will be opened in 2111. The short ceremony is expected to start at 2 p.m.
“What the world will look like in 100 years is impossible to know with certainty,” said Club President Ron Caruso. “But we are certain that the Rotary Club of Buffalo has made a significant and lasting impact on our city over the past 100 years, and we are looking forward to celebrating that with the public and former Rotarians on Alumni Day.”

Robin Wilson is the 2011 Canisius Women’s Business Center’s Entrepreneurial Woman Business Owner of 
the Year and has been using social media for over a decade—long before it was called social media. Robin specializes in all major platforms, and will show large and small companies how to bring their marketing into the 21st century. Even during a recession, she says companies can expand and connect with thousands of customers with just one click.   

The Rotary Centennial Time Capsule creatively captures the club’s 100-year history of “service above self” in a 3-foot-long tube with a 7-1/2” diameter that is charged with argon gas to prevent deterioration of the contents. Among the contents are membership rosters from every year since the club’s founding in 1911, as well as items representing the profession and company of every past and present member. The club’s major projects, including the Frank Lloyd Wright Fontana Boathouse, Rotary Field, Rotary Rink, and the Rotary Flagpole, are represented, as well as recipients of Buffalo Rotary Foundation grants, including Cradle Beach, the Buffalo Zoo, the Buffalo Museum of Science, and World Immunization for Poliomyelitis. 
Tickets for the presentation include lunch and are $20. The time capsule ceremony is free. More information about the Rotary Club of Buffalo can be found at www.buffalorotary.org or by calling 716-854-3397. For questions about this release, please contact Marian Hetherly at 716-308-9649 or mhetherly@yahoo.com.

                                                                                              *****
More About Rotary

Founded in 1905 in Chicago, Rotary International is a worldwide organization of business and professional leaders whose mission is to provide fellowship and networking opportunities for business, professional and community leaders, to provide service to the community, and to promote high ethical standards and advance world understanding, goodwill and peace. Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians belong to more than 32,000 clubs in 200 countries and geographical areas. The Rotary Club of Buffalo was the 28th club in the world and currently has more than 150 active members serving the local and international communities.
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10 Things You May Not Know About the Rotary Club of Buffalo
1. Rotary is the world’s first service association.

2. The club’s motto is “Service Above Self.” 

3. The club promotes high ethical standards, as measured by “The Four-Way Test: Is it the TRUTH? Is it FAIR to all concerned? Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?”

4. The first club meeting was held on April 21, 1911 at the Ellicott Square Building at the offices of the first president, attorney Burton E. Pfeiffer.

5. The subject of the first luncheon meeting on June 2, 1911 was “How to Make a Long Distance Call,” presented by G. Barrett Rich of the Federal Telephone Co. He later became the club’s third president.
6. Buffalo Rotary is one of 74 Rotary clubs in District 7090, which covers Western New York and Southern Ontario.

7. In just the last 20 years alone, the Buffalo Rotary Foundation has dispersed more than $2 million in grants to the Western New York community. 

8. Until recently, the Rotary Club of Buffalo received its entire financial resources for service projects from the voluntary individual contributions made by its members. Recently added is the club’s annual fundraiser, WOW (Wines of the World).
9. However, some of the club’s best projects have involved a lot of personal time and commitment without any or very little funding required: conducting Sunshine Day at Cradle Beach since 1953, weekly mentoring of elementary students since 1991, tutoring in local high schools, and the regular hosting of foreign exchange students in Rotarian homes.

10. Many Rotary members pass the spirit of “Service Above Self” and the wisdom of “The Four-Way Test” from one generation to another. For example, three generations of the Markarian Family (Omar, Michael, and Bill) are current club members, and they have relatives who are members of other Rotary clubs. Two generations of the Karet Family (Jack and Michael) and the Marzello Family (Dan and Paul) are current members. [THEY ARE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW.]






