Buffalo Rotary Hosts Erie County Executive and 
National Trust for Historic Preservation VP on October 20
Special joint presentation on Buffalo’s role in historic preservation

(October 16, 2011 - Buffalo, NY)—There are so many activities planned during the National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference October 19-22 (http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/training/npc/), it can be difficult to choose among them. One way to make the most of the prestigious four-day event is to have lunch while listening to a special joint presentation by Erie County Executive Chris Collins and Trust Vice President for Partnerships Valecia Crisafulli on October 20 from 12 p.m.-1:30 p.m. in the newly restored Terrace Room at the Statler City (http://www.statlercity.com/).  
Sponsored by Rotary Club of Buffalo (http://buffalorotary.org/), this special joint presentation is $20 and open to both conference participants and the general public. Lunch will be served promptly at noon. At 12:30 p.m., Erie County Executive Chris Collins will explain the government’s role in historic preservation. At 1:00 p.m., Trust Vice President for Partnerships Valecia Crisafulli will showcase why Buffalo was chosen for the first time to host the conference. Reservations are encouraged and can be made by calling the club at 716-854-3397.
“Rotary Club of Buffalo has a long-standing commitment to preserving the city’s great historic treasures and was a major donor for bringing to life the Frank Lloyd Wright Fontana Boathouse (http://www.wrightsboathouse.org/) for all to enjoy on Buffalo’s waterfront,” said Rotary Club of Buffalo President Ron Caruso. “As the club begins its second century of service to the community, we are pleased and honored to host Mr. Collins and Ms. Crisafulli during the Trust’s national conference.”  
Frank Lloyd Wright, himself, considered the Boathouse one of his “best works,” although it was never built during his lifetime. Construction was finally completed in September 2007 after a seven-year campaign, including a $500,000 donation by Rotary Club of Buffalo. Today the one-of-a-kind architectural gem, located at the foot of Porter Avenue, serves as a unique venue for events and provides one of the region’s best views of the Buffalo waterfront, as you see the Buffalo shoreline, the confluence of Lake Erie and the Niagara River, the Canadian shoreline and the Peace Bridge. 
The Boathouse is hosting tours throughout the conference. Visitors will find that it is very much of Frank Lloyd Wright’s prairie style buildings, a truly “American” style of architecture that broke free of the ornamentation of the Victorian style that was so prevalent at the turn of the century. However, it is far more abstract than anything that had preceded it. There is perfection and balance in the overall proportion and scale of the building, in a design that echoes the Darwin Martin House and the Larkin Administration Building, which were fresh in Wright’s mind when he drew the Boathouse. 
“Buffalo’s wealth and influence prior to 1950 allowed this city’s businesses to hire prominent and historically significant architects to design their buildings, and enlightened groups and individuals have fought hard to save them,” said Bryce Bixby, a Buffalo Rotarian and senior project manager at FoitAlbert Associates (http://www.foit-albert.com/). “The preservation conference is a can’t-miss opportunity to let the world know about these stories and to witness firsthand the City of Buffalo’s living museum of architecture.”

The mission of Rotary Club of Buffalo is to provide fellowship and networking opportunities for business,

professional and community leaders, to provide service to the community, and to promote high ethical standards

and to advance world understanding, goodwill and peace. In 2010, Rotary Club of Buffalo officially marked 100 

years of service to Buffalo, with 150 current active members serving the local and international communities. In

addition to distributing many one-time grants, Rotary Club of Buffalo has contributed to such significant projects

as the founding of the Boy’s and Girl’s Club (1926); establishing Sunshine Day at Cradle Beach (1945); Rotary

Lane next to Mirror Lake (now Hoyt Lake) in Delaware Park; Rotary Rink in Fountain Plaza (http://www.buffaloplace.com/rotary-rink-fountain-plaza); Rotary Park next to Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fontana Boathouse (for which Buffalo Rotary was a large contributor) and installing the 100-foot-high Rotary Flagpole with 30’ x 60’ flag at the Buffalo & Erie County Naval & Military Park in downtown Buffalo. Rotary Club of Buffalo is part of Rotary International (http://www.rotary.org/), a worldwide organization founded in 1905 in Chicago. Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians belong to more than 33,000 clubs in 200 countries and geographical areas. Rotary Club of Buffalo was the 28th club in the world. For more information about Rotary Club of Buffalo, visit http://buffalorotary.org/.







